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President’s Message 
 

By Regina McCarthy 
 
Condominium living presents many challenges for a gardener.  
Dealing with the many contractors who come through the area 
can be frustrating, particularly since I usually do not know when 
they might appear.  The landscapers know me and pretty much 
stay away from my garden.  Fortunately my condo rules do not 
tell me what flowers to plant, but I am “stuck” with what is 
already in place.  In my small garden area, a 30 year old maple 
tree, which drops lots of “whirlybirds” and leaves and has 
surface roots requiring yearly removal, is 9 ft. from my patio, a 
row of hedges takes up 4 ft. of that space, there is a lamp  post, 
a sprinkler head and to the side severely overgrown Burning 
Bushes and an Arborvitae that receives little sunlight.  Since the 
BBs are trimmed, and not pruned, I am slowly thinning them 
myself but am limited by the rules in what I can do.  Eventually 
I hope to plant in that area too.  A past-its-prime Flowering 
Crab Tree was also in my garden, which I paid to have removed 
last year and a new tree planted in front of my unit, with a 
surrounding bed containing colorful geraniums.  With its 
removal, I was pleasantly surprised at how much more sunlight 
entered my garden, which faces N.E., allowing me to 
experiment with plants that would not have survived previously, 
such as Gladiolus.  The soil was awful, filled with tree roots and 
stones.  I’ve lost count on the number of bags of potting soil 
and mulch I’ve added.  I began using Sweet Peet several years 
ago, which made a big difference.  Lilies do well.  I’m also 
currently growing Brunnera, Sedum, Coneflower, Turtlehead, 
Variegated Lemon Thyme, Lavender, Artemisia, Heuchera, 
Veronica, Hosta and annuals.  Added to the mix is the beautiful 
bird bath that I “won” at the silent auction at the Club’s 2011 
fundraiser luncheon.  My neighbors appreciate my efforts and 
stop by frequently to chat.  I love my little garden.  Here’s a 
picture. 

 

A  Not-So-Secret Secret Garden 
  
By Don Bowman 
 
I live in an apartment on the ground floor, and my garden, 
just inside the patio, looks like a jungle with a lounge chair, 
bristol table and 2 chairs, a mini greenhouse, all kinds of 
hanging plants,  and a dark purple lilac tree. On the outside, I 
have six hanging strawberry plants, potted glads almost 
blooming, mini barbecue, and potted plants all around the 
large bush in front of the patio.   Hidden between the air 
conditioning units I have yellow, red and black potted 
raspberry bushes and a blackberry bush, and peppers, 
tomatoes and Easter Lilies.   On the fence post in front of the 
air conditioning units are six more hanging baskets of 
strawberry plants.   I got about 75 small strawberries this year. 
On top of the fence are two containers with perennials and 
annual flowers. Against the apartment wall, hidden behind 
some bushes, are four more yellow raspberry bushes and  a 
container of green, red and blue grapes. One container has 
grapes starting to mature.  So my "Secret Garden" really is 
not so secret and it does look like a jungle. So far the 
apartment management has not condemned it.   To me, 
anyone who lives in an apartment or condo that has a balcony 
or patio can grow some types of flowers or fruits and 
vegetables.   I even have some plants from seeds growing in 
my mini greenhouse.  The Container Gardening program at 
Dean’s Greenhouse in June was very helpful to me and I will 
be able to put what I learned into practice in my “Secret 
Garden.” 
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Getting to Know You… 

By Pat Dailey 

           Lillian Bialosky 

 

store.  When her friend returned home from the Army, they 

were married in June 1955 and moved to Cleveland.  Their 

home in Westlake had almost two acres of land.  With four 

children to raise, Lillian was a stay-at-home-mom who 

enjoyed taking care of her children, home and yard.  “We 

always had a  garden and large orchard with apples and 

grapes, which I shared with my Garden Club friends.”  She 

also canned and filled the freezer with the fruits.  When 

Lillian’s last child started school, she read in the West Life 

that a garden club was being formed in Westlake, so she 

joined the club and made many wonderful friends over the 

years.   In 1970, Lillian was given an award from the Ohio 

Garden Club for being in charge of a group of ladies who 

went to the Westlake Cuyahoga County School for Retarded 

Children to teach garden crafts.  They also planted trees in 

Clague Park.  The children and teachers looked forward to 

these visits because they always took something home.  In 

2004, Lillian joined the Westlake Art League and had a  one-

woman art show at Porter Library consisting of 65 paintings.  

Lillian is a very happy artist.  Her sons, who live in the area, 

took over their father’s business, Custom Home 

Improvement Company.  Lillian enjoys her 13 grandchildren 

and one great grandson.  Lillian thanks all the ladies in the 

Westlake Garden Club for making her life so full of 

happiness, as we members want to thank her.  Lillian was 

very generous in donating an original watercolor for our 

silent auction table at the 2011 Fête des Fleurs luncheon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Membership News 
 

By Carolyn Steigman 
 

Please join me in welcoming new member: 
 Michelle Hathway 
 8 Ashley Court, Rocky River, OH 44116-2381 
 Phone: 440-331-5079  Cell: 440-391-7356 
 Email: michellehathway1@cox.net 
 Birthday: May 27 
  
Pleased enter Michelle’s information in the membership 
roster in your yearbook. 
 
   

Garden Scoop , Published 11 times per year 

  
Editor:  Jean Smith     
 
Contributing Writers: Don Bowman, Kathie Carnall, Pat 
Dailey, Sally Knurek, Regina McCarthy, Carolyn Steigman  
 
Photographs:  Jean Smith, Regina McCarthy 
 
Deadline: last Wednesday of the month for next month’s issue 

In 1943, during World War 
II, Lillian graduated from 
Cecil Township High School 
in Pennsylvania.  She came to 
Cleveland to work as an 
inspector in a factory and 
lived with her aunt.  After a 
year, she moved back home 
and worked  in a  department  

 

 

There are no member birthdays in July. 
 
 

 

 

Gardens Beautiful to Behold 
 
By Jean Smith 
 
Several of our members went on the Herb Guild Summer Bus 
Trip in early June.  The trip started with a stop at Daybreak  
Lavender Farm in Streetsboro, OH which was very pleasant 
(and fragrant) and many people bought lavender plants.  The 
highlight of the trip was a visit to the Mill Creek Metroparks 
in Youngstown, OH.  Located in this park is the Fellows 
Riverside Gardens, which is a free public display garden 
covering 12 acres. Plantings change with the seasons and 
40,000 bulbs announce the arrival of spring each year.  It must 
be a beautiful sight to behold.  The gardens contain many 
perennials and the staff had begun to add summer annuals.  
Marked specimen trees are in abundance.  Included in this 
park is the D.D. and Velma Davis Education and Visitor 
Center, which has a library, gift shop, and café where we had 
lunch.  The time allotted to this segment of the trip was much 
too short in my opinion.  We broke into groups and had 
docent guided tours of the gardens, but I felt there was so 
much that we did not have time to see.  It is well worth the 
trip and I hope to go there again with more time to wander 
the grounds and enjoy the beautiful gardens. 
 

 

mailto:michellehathway1@cox.net
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2012  P R O G R A M S  A N D  E V E N T S  

WGC PROGRAMS 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 14, 2012 – WGC MAKE FLOWER 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR  WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

ANTIQUE VINTAGE AND CRAFT SHOW 

PLACE:  CLAGUE HOUSE AND MUSEUM, 1371 CLAGUE ROAD 

TIME:  1 P.M. 

COORDINATOR:  SALLY KNUREK 

BRING FLOWERS AND GREENERY FROM YOU GARDENS, VASES, OTHER 

CONTAINERS.  MAKE SURE YOUR NAME IS ON VASES AND CONTAINERS. 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2012 – WGC GENERAL MEETING 

A CHANGE IN THE WAY WE DO BUSINESS, INTRODUCTION 

OF THE WGC NEW WEBSITE 

PLACE: WESTLAKE PORTER LIBRARY, 27333 CENTER RIDGE ROAD 

TIME: 11 A.M. MEETING, LUNCH AT NOON, PROGRAM AT 1 P.M. 

HOSTESSES: PAT DAILEY, MARGE EMBLOM, CATHI PETER, JACKIE 

CROSIER 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY, JULY 6,7,8 – FESTIVAL OF THE 

ARTS 19TH ANNIVERSARY 

PLACE: ST. JOHN MEDICAL CENTER 

TIME: FRI. 6-9; SAT. 10-5; SUN. 10-5 WITH OUTDOOR MASS AT 9 AM 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 7 AND SUNDAY, JULY 8 – AVON-ON-THE-

LAKE GARDEN CLUB SHADES OF OLD GLORY, A PATRIOTIC 

STANDARD FLOWER SHOW 

PLACE: PETER MILLER HOUSE MUSEUM, 33740 LAKE RD., AVON LAKE 

TIME: 1-4 PM  -  FREE ADMISSION 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 15, 2012 – WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

ANTIQUE VINTAGE AND CRAFT SHOW 

PLACE: CLAGUE HOUSE AND MUSEUM, 1371 CLAGUE ROAD 

TIME: 10 A.M. 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 21 AND SUNDAY, JULY 22 – GARDEN WALK 

CLEVELAND –  FREE SELF GUIDED TOURS OF GARDENS, URBAN 

FARMS, VINEYARDS AND ORCHARDS IN 10 CLEVELAND 

NEIGHBORHOODS 

PLACE: WWW.GARDENWALKCLEVELAND.ORG FOR DETAILS AND MAPS 

TIME: 11 AM  - 5 PM 

The Book Corner 
 
By Kathie Carnall 
 

A book for dipping into again and again is "The Garden 
Source; Inspirational Garden Design Ideas for Gardens and 
Landscapes".  This book contains hundreds of wonderful 
photographs taken in gardens all over the world by Andrea 
Jones.  Divided into four sections:  Connect (including paths, 
steps, gates); Divide (walls, beds, borders and pots); Space 
(urban, rural, roof); and Style (country, formal, and water), 
you can find many inspirations for your own garden.  There 
are so many tantalizing ideas here one simply does not know 
where to begin. 
 

Good News!  Don Bowman attended the May Westlake School Board meeting to talk about the benefit of keeping the 

Vivarium at Lee Burneson Middle School.  The Board voted and will leave the glass roof intact and the Vivarium will remain open and 
be used as a learning center for classes.  The area is under construction at present, but Don plans to be back there in August to water 
and tend to the plants and would welcome volunteers to help.  Thanks Don – great job! 

Anniversary Celebration 
In 2013, the Westlake Garden Club will celebrate 50 years of 
being a part of the community.  We would like to do 
something really special to celebrate.  Please put your creative 
juices to work and help us put together a celebration worthy 
of our club and its members.  We can hold one big event, or 
several smaller events throughout the year.  A committee will 
be formed to work on the celebration plans, but meanwhile, 
give your ideas to any board member.  Also, let us know if 
you are interested in working on the event(s).  Together we 
can make this a very special, memorable celebration. 

Westlake in Bloom 
 
By Jean Smith 
 
The Westlake in Bloom program is in progress and the 
deadline for entries was June 25.  All Hilliard Road flower 
boxes are automatically judged, so good luck to our members 
who have individual boxes and to the garden club for our  
box.  Also, Bill Hock has entered his garden in the Residential 
Garden Medium Lot, Entire Yard.  Bill’s garden received an 
Honorable Mention last year. Good Luck Bill!  As a board 
member for Bay Landing Condominiums, Regina McCarthy 
entered the Bay Landing Entrance, which took a first place 
last year.  Another Good Luck!  The judging will be done on 
July 9, 10 and 11 and the awards ceremony is on August 2 at 
LaCentre.  The garden club will again make flower 
arrangements for the tables.  We hope you will participate in 
the flower arranging and attend the ceremony.  The garden 
club received an Award of Distinction for Community 
Involvement in 2011.  I am excited about the program this 
year because we have a lot of gardens that have not been 
entered in the past, so we will not see the same gardens win 
this year as last year.  It is interesting to note that last year we 
had five Vegetable Gardens entered; this year we have nine. 

http://www.gardenwalkcleveland.org/
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Container Gardening Presented by Debbie Dean Espie 
 
By Sally Knurek 
 
The program on June 20 was given by Debbie Dean. She gave a history of Dean’s Greenhouse and of the agricultural industry in this 
area. Next was a presentation of container gardening. A large pot needs some filler in the bottom so that plants don’t use al l their energy 
to produce roots. You can use plastic peanuts, mall plastic pots or crushed plastic water bottles for filler.  The layers should be: the filler 
first covered with a layer of plastic, then soil. Be sure to leave room at the top.  Start with the biggest plant first. Consider the color of 
the container when selecting plant material. Keep the tops of the root balls even with the others. Add perennials for texture ( you can 
dig them up in the fall and plant them in your yard). Using plants that are flat on one side makes for easier planting. With annuals, don’t 
try to separate the roots. Fertilize every time you water as container plants soon deplete the nutrients in the pot. Vegetables need the 
fertilizer when they set fruit. Mushroom soil and sweet peat are excellent products and Maxsea are good for Veggies.  Even the most 
experienced gardeners learned much from this program. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Westlake Garden Club General Meeting 
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 

 
 

Meeting started at 12:00 with 23 members and 4 guests present. 
Minutes were approved. 1st Holly Harvey, 2nd Alberta Riccardi. 

Treasurer –We sold 142 tickets for the spring luncheon and financial results were given. 
Program – Debbie Dean will present Container Gardening today. 
Next meeting will be at the library Wednesday, July 18th and our new website will be unveiled. 
Corresponding Sec – A card was sent to Mary Ann Brock for the loss of her mother. 
Membership – We have 3 new members: Carol Bonyko, Ann Demanelis, and Michelle Hathway. Please make them 
welcome. There will be a new members orientation to be announced. 
Civic Development – Thanks to Regina McCarthy, Marge Emblom, Don Bowman, and Kathleen Carnall for planting the 
Hilliard Road flower box.  Kathy and Don are taking care of the Community Center Memorial garden and could use some 
help. Garden Week table at the library was manned by Don Bowman and Bill Hock who talked to some prospective 
members.  Don appealed to the Board of Education to preserve the Vivarium at Lee Burneson School, explaining that it 
was a valuable asset that the teachers and students used and enjoyed. The Board agreed to keep it.  
Social – Ruth Bertrand reported that the following members will be on the luncheon committee for the next meeting: 
Jackie Crosier, Cathi Peter, Marge Emblom, and Pat Dailey. 
Publicity – Regina McCarthy submitted an article to the Observer. We are working on winning an award for our press 
book. 
Adjourned – 1st Nancy Chopp 2nd Ruth Bertrand       
 
Respectfully Submitted, Sally Knurek,  Recording Secretary 

Right, Debbie Dean 
Espie talking about 
container gardening 
 
Left, a finished container 
 
 


