
Westlake Garden Club April  2021

Garden Scoop 1 of 4

  WGC Events 
April Meeting via Zoom on 
our usual third Wednesday of 
the month, April 21, 2021.    
Detailed Zoom instructions 
were included with last month’s 
Garden Scoop and can be re-
visited on our website: 
westlakegardenclub.org 

Zoom: A practice Zoom 
session for all members will be 
held on April 18th at 4 p.m.  
Cathy Garlitz will host and 
Board members will be on 
stand-by to receive any help 
requests from members. 

GARDEN SCOOP

Help Wanted 
  

Webmaster to work with Jean 
Smith on keeping our website up-
to-date.  Easy-to-learn procedures, 
training provided. Please contact 
Jean Smith if you are interested in 
this position.  It will be a huge help 
to Jean and the club. 
Treasurer to take over 
responsibilities of keeping our 
finances in order when Marie 
McCarthy retires from the position 
at the end of 2021. This is a critical 
position for our club’s existence 
and our future progress. Please 
contact Marie McCarthy or Jean 
Smith if interested. 
Hilliard Road Flower Box Chair 
to be our contact person with the 
City of Westlake, plan the bed and 
purchase the plants.  Members will 
help to do the actual soil 
preparation and planting on the 
designated day.  See page 3.

April and May Programs 
Like many other Garden Clubs in our area, we are looking to take 
advantage of technology to permit us to keep learning and meeting.  If you 
are new to “Zoom”, please take advantage of our practice session on 
April 18!  

April’s speaker is the Zoo Horticulture Manager of the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Leigh Ann Lomax.  Leigh Anne and her 
family reside in Westlake!  Leigh Ann has generously offered to present a 
30-minute pollinator presentation.  It will start promptly at 11 a.m. on 
April 21st.  I strongly encourage you to log in by 10:45 a.m. to make sure 
you do not miss it.  After the presentation, we will follow with our General 
Meeting.  (Practice Zoom is at 4 p.m. April 18). 

May’s program will be presented by the Master Gardener’s 
Speaker Bureau.  The topic is Creative Container Gardens.  This should 
be a timely inspiration as we plant our porch and patio pots.  At this time, 
the Master Gardeners are only conducting presentations by Zoom.  This 
will keep your Zoom skills sharp!

We are partnering with Dean’s Greenhouse for a Spring Fundraiser 
during the month of May 2021. 
Here’s how you can help: 
• Shop at Dean’s anytime during the month of May.  Purchase anything 

they offer in retail and when checking out, tell the cashier (before they 
start to ring the sale, please) that you are with the Westlake Garden 
Club’s program.   

• Tell your family, friends, and neighbors to mention the Westlake 
Garden Club when purchasing items at Dean’s during May. 

• At the end of May, the Westlake Garden Club will receive 20% of all 
purchases made through this program. 

This is easy and everyone can do it by spreading the word.  Please help 
your club reap the rewards.

Spring Fundraiser

http://westlakegardenclub.org
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     Hosta and Other Perennials  
                     by Sally Knurek 

 I attended a virtual”Hosta College” on March 20th sponsored by the Great 
Lakes Regional Hosta Society. There were 5 interesting talks by professionals 
in the horticultural field. The first one was on New and Improved Perennials. 
Some plants I must try are the new outstanding cat mints: one blooms all year, 
another (Cat’s Pajamas) is shorter and more compact and Blue Prelude is three 
feet tall with much larger blooms. 

A smaller, more branching white hibiscus called “French Vanilla” and a mildew 
resistant phlox (Fashionably Early) are welcome newcomers.The trend seems to 
be more disease resistance, new colors and bigger flowers.  

A talk on Humongous Hosta stated that they need a lot of space ( 8 feet ) and don’t like to be transplanted. I 
guess you must plan ahead, give good care and wait 5 to 7 years for a truly outstanding specimen. If anyone is 
interested, contact me for the details.  

Tissue Culture was the next talk. We were taken on a tour through a lab that turns a bud into over a hundred 
plants, a sterile and delicate procedure. This is why we pay $25 for a plant instead of $300. The whole industry 
operates this way today.  

Hosta and Their Shady Friends was the next item on the agenda. We were treated with slides of quite a 
number of unique and interesting specimens. I’ll just name a few: Trillium Grandiflorium, Delphinium 
Tricorne, Glaucidium Palmadium, Pinellia Tripartite (variegated dragon tails) and Cercis Canadensis. I hope I 
have spelled them correctly so that they can be looked up on the internet. I practically choke when someone 
tells me that they can’t grow anything because of shade!  

Last we heard about Under-appreciated Hosta. Look up “Ruby Earrings” and “ Bluebird of Happiness “.  

I felt that this symposium would be of interest to any plant person and I plan to attend next year. It will 
probably be live and I will be looking for a comrade to enjoy it with me.           

Note from the garden club:  If you are not used to the computer, we strongly recommend asking a 
relative or friend to bring over their tablet or laptop to enjoy the April and May Zoom meetings with you—
they will know what to do. If you are joining on someone else’s device, give us their email so that we can 
send them a Zoom invitation.   

The date for a practice Zoom was incorrectly listed in last month’s Garden Scoop.  It is Sunday, April 18 at 
4 p.m.  All you need to do is login to make sure that you can access the April 21 meeting.  We hope that 
some in-person outdoor meetings will be possible with the arrival of warmer weather. 

Bluebird of 
Happiness  

Hosta

Cat’s Pajamas Catmint,     Trillium Grandiflora,    French Vanilla Hibiscus,   and Ruby Earrings Hosta
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Why are the tips of my 
houseplants turning 
brown?  
    by Carolyn Steigman 

     Do the tips of the leaves of your houseplants 
turn brown? You may think it's because of dry indoor 
air, but it's probably not. Professional growers don't 
have this problem. Why?  The problem can be caused 
by under or over watering but sometimes it's the water 
itself. Growers use water filtered by reverse osmosis. 
This removes the chlorine and fluoride that is added to 
city water, as well as boron and other minor chemicals. 
     According to Lynn Griffith from A and L Labs, 
"Fluoridated city water usually has 1 ppm (parts per 
million) of fluoride, four times the amount considered 
safe for sensitive plants."  Fluoride also is known by 
another name - rat poison. Yes, that's right.The same 
thing that helps your teeth, in higher concentrations, 
kills rats. 
     So what can you do about the water? Some 
people use distilled water for their plants. Spring water 
is not the same as distilled water.  Unless you actually 
know the source of the spring water - it might just be 
someone's tap water - or from a contaminated site.      
     You can, at a minimum, put the water out for 
24 hours before you use it on your plants. This will 
allow the chlorine to dissipate and brings the water to 
room temperature - plants do not like cold water. And, 
by the way, do not put ice cubes on your orchids. At 
one time some sellers were telling people that orchids 
can be watered “by just adding ice". That's a marketing 
gimmick and not appreciated by your orchids, which 
are tropical plants. 
     Perhaps the easiest way to clean the water is 
with a Brita or Zero water filter and pitcher, available 
at local discount stores. Filtered water can be better not 
only for the taste of your morning cup of coffee or tea 
but for your houseplants too.

Many thanks to the women pictured 
above who have contributed so much to our 
club.  All three are stepping away from a duty or 
in need of help with one in the coming year.   

Marie McCarthy has been our faithful treasurer 
for as long as I can remember.  Because of her, 
our books always balance and our bills are paid 
on time.  Every board meeting starts with a 
financial report from Marie.  She makes our 
deposits, writes our checks and sees that we do 
not overspend!   Marie will be retiring from the 
treasurer’s position at the end of 2021. This 
could be your way of contributing to the club. 

Marge Emblom has done a fabulous job 
designing and executing the Hilliard Road flower 
box that we do every spring.  She plans to 
continue to help with the planting but would like 
someone to take over the design, purchase and 
planning.  This is definitely a fun gardening job.   
Please volunteer.  You will have help and great 
fun spending money at the garden centers. 

Jean Smith and Regina McCarthy have been our 
webmasters for as long as we have had a website.  
Regina is no longer a member and Jean is busy 
with the presidency.  We need a trainee to assist 
in the web upkeep.  Please consider.  

Marie McCarthy, 
Marge Emblom 
and Jean Smith 
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Plant Sales and Gardening Events 
  
This first sale was also listed in our previous newsletter.  Their list includes many good pollinator plants. 
The Cleveland Seed Bank is again teaming up with Tomato Monster Heirlooms for the annual spring 
plant sale in Old Brooklyn.  Pre-orders start February 1st for a variety of native plants: Swamp Milkweed, 
Butterfly Weed, Common Milkweed, Anise Hyssop, Purple Coneflower, Wild Bergamot & more! 

Online pre-orders are also open for over 50 different varieties of heirloom tomatoes and peppers provided by 
Tomato Monster Heirlooms.  A portion of the proceeds from each plant sold is donated back to the Cleveland 
Seed  Bank.  For more information and a pre-order forms, go to the May 15th Spring Plant Sale under Events 
at <hummingbirdproject.org>.    10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Pearl Rd. United Methodist Church 

The Olmsted Falls Garden Club is known for their 1st Sunday in May plant sale.  They offer an 
enormous variety of perennials.  The sale was canceled due to Covid last year but will be held on Sunday, May 
2, 2021 from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Yes, you do need to arrive early.  These plants go fast.  Sale location:  26100 
Bagley Rd., Olmsted Falls, OH (between City Hall and the Library). 

Double Bloodroot and 
Azalea from Sally’s garden; 
Hellebore with a variegated 
leaf pattern from Lavinia’s 
yard; Virginia Bluebells and 
Jack Frost Brunnera from 
Kathy’s yard.

Fraudulent phone call experience .  .  .   
Amazon called to tell me they are delivering a $1000 computer program.  If I did not order it I could press 1.  I hung up, but since this was 
my second “call from Amazon” to tell me of an expensive purchase that I did not make, I decided to try to report it. I looked up report fraud 
and landed on< ReportFraud.ftc.gov> and found a very easy to use website. Surprise, surprise a government site easy to use! There is also 
more info on robocalls, scams, etc. on <consumer.ftc.gov>.              Sally Knurek

Signs of Spring

Westlake Garden Club Perennial Plant Exchange 

We are planning a plant exchange in late May or early June for 
those who have perennials to divide and share.  More info  
about time and place will come in an e-mail and/or May 
newsletter. 

Your plants are probably small and easy to dig right now so be 
thinking ahead about what you might want to bring and check 
on the necessary information for the label:  light & water 
requirements, bloom time and color, height, spread, &planting 
zone.   

As for annuals and gardening supplies, let’s bu them at Dean’s 
this year in order to fund our club activities and community 
projects.

http://ReportFraud.ftc.gov
http://consumer.ftc.gov
http://hummingbirdproject.org
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